
MY POTA Activation 
Savi W1SAV 

ACTIVATION # 
19 

CONTACTS 
29 

P2Ps 
None 

PREVIOUS 
ACTIVATIONS 
3 

MODE 
CW 

RADIO 
Yaesu FT-891 

ANTENNA 
Chameleon MPAS 2.0 
in the verƟcal config‐
uraƟon staked to the 
ground. 

TUNER 

MFJ 939Y Autotuner  

POWER 
50W using a 30Ah 
Bioenno baƩery. 

 

 

AŌer the stress, and excitement, of my first CW acƟvaƟon I returned to Kenneth 
Hann State RecreaƟon area. The morning was overcast, and I took the opportuni‐
ty to hit the park with a lot more confidence this Ɵme. My camera may not show 
it (I took pictures this Ɵme!), but the colors were vibrant and alive, even in the 
overcast. This is a beauƟful spot for an acƟvaƟon. 

As is my habit, I place my antenna stake in the ground and erect my antenna first. 
As I looked up from placing the antenna, I saw a park worker in a riding mower 
cuƫng the grass. The beƩer part of valor said for me to pull the stake and set up 
my equipment in reverse order. It wasn’t long aŌer my area was done that I was 
tuning and on the air.  

Once on the 
air I found that 
I was much 
more relaxed 
and ended up 
enjoying the 
acƟvaƟon so 
much more. I 
am sƟll asking 
for repeats, however, this Ɵme the strong QSB was a contribuƟng factor. I re‐
ceived a 559 from a contact to whom I sent a 119. AŌer the contact was over, I 
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About K-3451 

Kenneth Hahn State 
RecreaƟon Area, 
managed by the Los 
Angeles County De‐
partment of Parks 
and RecreaƟon, in‐
cludes large areas of 
naƟve coastal sage 
scrub habitat, lawns 
and landscaped are‐
as, picnic sites, tot 
lots, fishing lake, lo‐
tus pond, community 
center and five miles 
of trails.  

One of the most ac‐
Ɵvely used features is 
the park’s variety of 
footpaths and trails. 
The Burke Roche Trail 
and the Rim Trail are 
the most recent trails 
created.  
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heard him send the di-dit at 559. C’est la vie!  

I was more aware of the environment around me this Ɵme. Yes, the squirrels 
were sƟll there, and so was the soŌ breeze. The overcast felt calming, and I was 

more comfortable sending. In fact, as I was responding to hunters, I realized I was 
looking around and taking in the view around me. I truly enjoyed the acƟvaƟon. 

As I menƟoned before the QSB was inhibiƟve at Ɵmes leading me to ask for re‐
peats. Then I got this hunter with a callsign that was out of the ordinary for me, 
SM something. The signal warbled and I wasn’t sure of the callsign, so I asked for 
repeats. The call was not something I was used to, and I was apprehensive. I cop‐
ied the call but was sƟll skepƟcal because it was not what I expected from coun‐
tries I have previously contacted. I remember an instructor of mine telling me 
when copying 
callsigns to, “copy 
the leƩers!” I got 
another repeat to 
make sure as the 
warbling really made 
copying an effort. I 
finally finalized the 
QSO with SM2SUM in Sweden, although I did not know the country at the Ɵme.  

Conscious of my lack of pictures from my last ouƟng, I made sure to take several 
this Ɵme. I especially like the ones showcasing my Begali Traveler, as I bought it 



 

Kenneth Hahn State RecreaƟon Area 
K-3451 acƟvated on September 18th, 2023 

specifically to do POTA in Morse Code. I 
had several pictures, close and far. I didn’t 
have one of me, other than a selfie. I wait‐
ed for the next hiker to pass by to ask for 
a picture. Not long aŌer, two preƩy twen‐
ty-something girls passed by and agreed 
to take my picture. The day was geƫng 
beƩer! 

As I started to tear down, I checked 
QRZ.com to see the locaƟon of my DX 
contact. That’s when I realized where my contact was. I slammed my hands on 
the bench and yelled out, “YES!”, just as a mother and teen-aged daughter were 
walking by. Oops! They gave me a funny look, and in my defense, I said that I just 

contacted Sweden on the radio. I may have detected a slightly faster pace to their 
walk aŌer that. 

I logged 30 contacts in all during the acƟvaƟon. This Ɵme I counted two possible 
bogus contacts. This is because I expect all callsigns to be properly idenƟfied 
through QRZ.com. Once I got home to prepare and fill in my log for submiƩal, one 
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cleared up right away. I do not know why HAMRS did not pick up all the data. The 
last contact, however, wasn’t on QRZ. I cut to the chase and looked up the 
callsign on ULS. Sure enough, the call expired in 2014 and cancelled in 2016 so I 
deleted the entry. 

The acƟvaƟon was so much less stressful than last Ɵme. Although I was sƟll on a 
mild high, tearing down was not the chore it was on my first CW acƟvaƟon. The 
breeze, shade, and confidence made this a truly enjoyable experience. 

 


